
NORBURY  
LIBRARY

A TRANSFORMATION



Libraries are  
at the heart of

communities

Far more than just books, they play a vital role in promoting health and 
wellbeing, support learning and development, and bring people and 

communities together in a celebration of culture.  Norbury Library is no 
exception, and we’re delighted to showcase our refurbishment, following 
three years of consultation, design and construction.
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Part of the Croydon Council’s 
Library Transformation  

Programme, this 1930s locally 
listed Library, has been beautifully 

refurbished, providing bright, 
welcoming, accessible spaces that 

support the delivery of council 
services closer to home. 
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After

A NEW ROOF ALONGSIDE AN UPDATED SIGNAGE SCHEME HAVE 
REFRESHED THE EXTERNAL FACADE



Before

The building’s original 
features have been 
restored, including 
an elegant vaulted 
ceiling, roof lights, and 
parquet flooring.





TECHNOLOGY-ENABLED WORKSPACES, HELPING STUDENTS,  
SMALL BUSINESSES AND RESIDENTS GET ONLINE.



As part of the renovation, new LED lighting has been introduced throughout the library.  
The lighting controls make use of the available sunlight coming in through the glass ceilings  
and doors using Daylight Harvesting. By offsetting the amount of electric lighting needed to  
light the space in response to the changing daylight availability, energy-savings can be achieved.





A new café space to
connect the community 



A vibrant new children’s library 
for young readers and families.



Before

Flexible furniture 
has been specified 
so the children’s 
library can be 
easily adapted for 
a variety of events 
and activities.





The upstairs community 
room has been sensitively 

restored  and access has 
been improved by the 

installation of a lift and 
direct access from the 

street. The room retains 
it’s original parquet floor 

and features.
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Before

A new lift and 
refurbishment of  
the stairs and 
corridor have greatly 
improved access to 
the upper floor and 
revealed the original 
character of the 
circulation spaces.





After

ACCESSIBILITY TO THE LIBRARY HAS BEEN IMPROVED BY INSTALLING 
NEW RAMPS AND AN INTERNAL LIFT LEADING TO THE  

COMMUNITY ROOM, TOILETS AND TEA ROOM



After

“Bisset Adams were very professional and 
knowledgeable throughout the whole project.  
Their expertise allowed our vision of modern, 

welcoming and accessible library spaces to 
be delivered in this heritage building. We are 

particularly pleased with the way original features 
have been restored and given a new lease of life 

alongside the modern updates.”
  

Richard Pearce
Library Buildings and Systems Manager

Croydon Council







LIBRARIES
For more info contact us here:

19-21 Wenlock Rd
London N1 7GT

+44 (0)20 7250 0440 
sarah@bissetadams.com
john@bissetadams.com


